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reminded their Lordships what mischief they might, bring on themselves if, upon a mere general accusation without the mention of any one crime, a Peer of the realm could be committed to prison and deprived of his place in that I louse where he was summoned by the Kind's writ to assist in their counsels. He then withdrew, and the Lords, terrified under the furious lash of the Commons, resolved to commit him to the custody of Black Rod, and he was forthwith restrained of his liberty. And now nothing could stop the Commons. On December i8th, Laud was arrested and lodged in the tower on the charge of high treason. Finch and Windehank, of the King's party, would have born impeached, but, warned in time, they fled the country. Christopher Wandesford, a trusted councillor of the Lord Lieutenant's, would have been assailed, but he was so shocked on learning the news of his master's arrest that he fell in a faint and expired. On March 22, 1641, nearly three months after his arrest, the trial of Strafford began. The number of the articles of impeachment had grown to ninety-eight, and embraced every act of his life and every expression of a fearless tongue which malice or the heat, of party could torture into crime. The introduction was delivered by Pym, whose power of invective was never so well displayed, and who referred to Strafford, with melodramatic effect, as ** the wicked Karl." The fallen Minister behaved himself with humility and submission, yet with great courage, never losing an advantage, and making a very dexterous defence*. As the trial progressed, it was soon discerned by the watchful Commons that; they would fail to prove high treason against him. This crime had been defined through all the jurisprudence of England as an act of hostility against the King's right or person ; whereas the acts of arbitrary authority which made up the sum of the accusations against Strafford were at; the worst only in contravention of that constitutional Government which up to this time had never been clearly defined. The general charge was an " endeavour to overthrow the fundamental huvs of the Government and to introduce an arbitrary power/* No one of the articles of impeachment would sustain this charge. At this moment